ANTHONY   EDEN
When the German reply came it was more or less a negative.
They were not willing to withdraw, but agreed not to
concentrate on the frontier, provided France and Belgium
showed similar restraint. The German estimate of the
number of their troops was nearly 30,000: the French
put it at 90,000. The probable number was about 60,000,
but in this atmosphere of recrimination and falsehood con-
structive negotiation became increasingly difficult. It was
pointed out by well-informed observers in Berlin that it was
useless to expect Hitler to withdraw, as he was on the eve
of an election, and a re-garrisoned Rhineland would have
to be the chief plank on the Nazi platform.
While Eden was giving dinner-parties in honour of
the Locarno delegates, and the crisis, if still necessitating
intense diplomatic activity, had become a discreet and almost
surreptitious affair between gentlemen, Hitler was encircling
Germany with a militant mysticism. At Munich he cried:
' I go on my way with the assurance of a somnambulist, the
way which Providence has sent me.' Then two big parades
at Frankfurt and Mainz were suddenly called off, and Hitler
unexpectedly left Munich for Berlin.
One reason for this dramatic volte-face was that Eden had
recommended that Germany be invited to make her contribu-
tion to the Locarno talks. As the Powers, by their very pro-
cedure, had acquiesced in facts made by Germany alone, it
was dif&cult to ostracize her from international co'llaboration.
Eden's invitation was duly confirmed and delivered. Neurath
accepted on two conditions: first, the guarantee of the old
equality thesis, and secondly, Hitler's latest peace proposals
as the basis of immediate negotiations.
There was a period of complete uncertainty; then, after
Eden had exerted the utmost formal and informal pressure
on Berlin, the Germans, led by Ribbentrop, arrived. The
British public was seeing Eden's arbitration technique in his
most important contest and on his home ground. The British
public was impressed. The papers were full of Britain's
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